
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
April 2-5, 2018 

Scripture: Our Revealed Hope 

2Peter 1:20-21, 2Tim 3:16,  

Matt 4:4, 1 Cor 10:11,  

1 Cor. 2:12-13, Exod. 32:15-16 
 

Announcements: 
 
Introduction to Grace Downtown: At this seminar, you’ll hear from our pastors and other ministry leaders on the                  
vision and core values of our church. Open to all. Required for church membership. Lunch, snacks, and                 
refreshments will be served. Sat April 7, 9:00 am- 3:00 pm. Church office, 637 Indiana Ave NW, Suite 300. 
 
DC 127 Info Night:  Did you know, according to the Child and Family Service Agency, there were 1,218 children 
in DC foster care in 2013? Come find out more about DC127 and the Safe Families for Children initiative which 
seek to prevent children from ever entering the system. Explore volunteer opportunities. Thurs April 12, 6:30 pm. 
RSVP to info@dc127.org.  
 
Faith & Work : Bringing Light to the Workplace: A potluck brunch opportunity to hear John, a graphic designer, 
and Julie Bowles, who has a background in counseling and education, tell stories about being missionaries abroad and 
using their day jobs to minister to others. Explore how to be a witness in your own workplace. Sat April 14, 10:00 
am-12:00 pm. Location: Grace DC church office. Sign up online.  
 
CG Education Curriculum: Community groups will start a 10-week education curriculum this week. We will               
explore theology proper, presbyterianism, and topics of our day. The purpose is to generate healthy discussion and                 
to guide each other in understanding a biblical perspective on these topics. Your care group elders will visit at some                    
point across the 10-week span and will also be available via email to answer lingering questions.  
 

Resources: 

Is the Bible Trustworthy? Russ Whitfield 

https://gracemeridianhill.org/sermons/detail/wint
er-term-is-the-bible-trustworthy-the-authority-an
d-inspiration-1-18-2018-russ-whitfield 

Inspiration, Infallibility, Inerrancy Ligonier Ministries 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/inspir
ation-infallibility-inerrancy/ 

Revelation: Scripture is the Word 
of God Monergism.com 

https://www.monergism.com/revelation-scriptur
e-word-god 

Does the Bible Make Mistakes? Dr. Michael Kruger 
https://www.michaeljkruger.com/does-the-bible-
make-mistakes/ 

Chapter 1: Of the Holy Scripture 
Westminster 
Confession of Faith 

http://www.reformed.org/documents/wcf_with_p
roofs/index.html?body=/documents/wcf_with_pr
oofs/ch_I.html 
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“For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 2 Peter 1:20-21 
 
 

What is Scripture?  
 

● Both the old and the new testaments are explicitly and self-consciously presented by 
the authors as the words of God given to man (1 Kings 22:14, Ps. 119, 1 Thess 2:13, 
2 Peter 3:16). The traditional Christian understanding is that the 66 books of the 
Bible are the inspired, infallible, and inerrant words of God.  

○ Inspired: the authors of Scripture were inspired by God when writing the 
books. 

○ Infallible: the Scriptures are incapable of teaching any error; they are the 
perfectly authored word of God. 

○ Inerrant: the Bible does not contain anything that is contrary to fact. It is 
entirely true.  

● God used the prophets and apostles in their unique circumstances, gifts, and style to 
author the books of both testaments.  

● Scripture is life-giving (Ps. 119:25, John 6:68), Christ-exalting (Heb. 1:3), able to 
correct and train us in righteousness (2 Tim 3:16), piercing to the heart (Acts 2:3), 
living and active and reveals the intentions of our hearts (Heb 4:12).  

● Ultimately, this means that Scripture is authoritative in our lives as the revealed will 
of God. We’re called to both treasure it as it unfolds the mercies of God and submit 
to its teaching.  

 
How do we know that the Scriptures are from God?  

 
● We know that Scriptures are from God because the Holy Spirit enables us to discern 

this (John 16:13-14). Jesus taught, “my sheep hear my voice” (John 10:27), meaning 
that his followers recognize his spoken word and his written word in Scripture as 
being the words of the Messiah.  

● Logical and historical arguments for the inspiration of Scripture are helpful to a 
point, but a non-believer will only be convinced that the Scriptures are from God by 
the Spirit enabling that person to hear the voice of God in them.  

 
 

 
 
 



Discussion Questions 
 

1. What’s your gut reaction when you hear the word “Scripture”? Love it? Hate it? Not 
sure what to think?  

2. What do we learn about Scripture from 2 Tim 3:16-17?  
3. Do you believe that the new testament writers were self-consciously aware that 

they were writing Scripture? What evidence can you point to to support your view?  
4. What practical difference does it make to accept the entire Scripture as the 

authoritative word of God, as opposed to picking and choosing the parts that we feel 
are applicable to us or that we agree with?  

5. As believers, there are times when we struggle with the authoritative word of God - 
especially when it goes contrary to personal, cultural or political views and desires. 
But what is the difference between struggling, but ultimately yielding to scriptural 
authority versus disobedience or “stiff arming” the word of God? Share personal 
examples where you have been faced with this. 

6. If the Bible is authoritative in our lives today, how are we to understand the old 
testament laws?  

7. What parts of Scripture are you tempted to want to ignore? How can the fact that 
Scripture is “God-breathed” help you through this?  

8. If you’re a Christian, how does Scripture practically fit in your life? How could the 
Scripture change you if you let it?  

 
 

 

Prayer: 
 
…for the education of children in Washington, DC. Pray that the Lord would bless these               
children with the skills they need to flourish. Give thanks for educators and             
administrators who have been called to devote their time and energy to helping the              
children in our community. 
 
...We give thanks for our risen Lord who has conquered death and invites us into new life!                 
Praise the Lord, for he is holy and mighty, and by his power he will redeem his creation.                  
Pray that Grace DC would shine with the love of a community that is set upon the firm                  
foundation of Christ and that we would seek to welcome others into our community.  
 
...We confess that we do not live as if our God became man and broke the chains of death                   
by rising from the grave. Give thanks that he continues to change our unbelieving hearts.               
Pray that we live transformed lives as we carry the blessing of Jesus’ sacrifice and               
resurrection in our hearts.  

 


