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Topic: “Salvation by Grace Alone” 

Series: Theology in Life 

 
 

 
Announcements: 

 
Men’s Same-Sex Attracted Ministry: A safe, supportive and encouraging environment for men who are working 
out how to understand the Bible’s vision for sexual intimacy. Contact Bob Baldwin at baldwinrobert@mac.com.  
 
Christianity Explored: Explore the claims of Christianity including the existence of God, the trustworthiness of the 
Bible, and other topics. For meeting time and location, contact Andrew Russell at andrew@gracedc.net  
 
CQ: No Longer Strangers: Come enjoy live art, personal testimony, and teaching about caring for our immigrant 
neighbor in one of the most internationally diverse cities in the U.S. Saturday April 28, 10:00 am- 12:00 pm. 
Church office. Contact Alicia at ajakins24@gmail.com and Nathan at nate.favero@gmail.com. 
 
CG Education Curriculum: Community groups have begun a 10-week education curriculum. We will explore              
theology proper, presbyterianism, and topics of our day. The purpose is to generate healthy discussion and to guide                  
each other in understanding a biblical perspective on these topics. Your care group elders will visit at some point                   
across the 10-week span and will also be available via email to answer lingering questions.  
 
 

Salvation by Grace Alone 
 
Scripture References 
 Eph 2:1-10, John 3:16, Acts 2:23, 1 Cor 15:22, Col 2:13-14, Deut. 7:6-8, Rom. 10:9 
 
 
Resources 
Sola Gratia: Christians are Saved 
by the Grace of God Alone Ligonier Ministries 

https://www.ligonier.org/blog/sola-gratia-christia
ns-are-saved-grace-god-alone/ 

Union with Christ in Paul's 
Epistles Ligonier Ministries 

http://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/union-with-
christ-in-pauls-epistles/ 
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Our Fundamental Problem  
● The Bible teaches that all people are naturally dead in trespasses and sins (Rom 3:23, 

Eph. 2:1-3) 
 

● This sinful “preexisting condition” results from Adam’s fall. Romans 5:12 states: 
“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and 
so death spread to all men because all sinned.” We learn several things from this verse: 

○ Adam was held accountable for the fall (even though Eve ate the fruit in the 
garden).  

○ Sin entered the world through Adam 
○ Death is the consequence for sin. All people inherit a sinful nature from Adam 

because we are made in his image (1Cor 15:49)  
○ In our natural state, all can expect death because of the original sin we inherited 

and the sin we commit ourselves. As R.C. Sproul says, “We are not sinners 
because we sin. We sin because we are sinners.”  

 
God’s Mercy and Our Hope in Christ 

● God chose to free people from their bondage to sin by sending his son Jesus to die in 
place of sinners. God announces his purpose: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving 
of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” (1 Timothy 
1:15) 

 
● Jesus’ death on the cross was the all-sufficient sacrifice that paid the penalty for our sin 

AND granted us life for eternity.  “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all 
our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.” (Colossians 2:13-14).  

 
● An important aspect of the reformed view is that a spiritually dead person cannot do 

anything to make him or herself alive. It is entirely the gift of God by his grace alone. 
Jesus didn’t even raise himself from the dead! When speaking of the resurrection, the 
Bible always says that God the Father raised Jesus from the dead. (Eph. 1:20, Rom 6:4). 
Notice that Jesus is entirely passive in his own resurrection. The same is true for us who 
are spiritually dead: our regeneration is the work of God alone (he “made us alive 
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Eph. 2:5).  

 
● Faith in Christ is the means by which we appropriate the blessing of salvation. Jesus 

commanded, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” (John 
6:29). Like everything else we have, our faith is a gift. Romans 11:29 states: “For the 
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”. Calling here is a reference to our salvation - 
it is as a gift from God. We couldn’t even give it back if we tried! 

 



 
Discussion Questions 

 
1. Read Romans 5:12 and 1 Corinthians 15:22. The doctrine of original sin teaches 

that all humans inherit a sinful nature from Adam and we are actually held 
accountable for Adam’s sin as well as our own. How does inheriting Adam’s sin 
nature help you make sense of your battle with sin?  

 
2. How does the condition of original sin inform your understanding of your need for 

salvation?  
 

3. What do we learn from Colossians 2:13-14?  
 

4. Do you find the idea of God sovereignly granting you salvation comforting? Why 
or why not?  

 
5. If salvation is entirely the work of God, is there anything left for us to do? How are 

we to understand God’s commands in light of our salvation (Ex: Col. 3:12)?  
 

6. How does the knowledge of your sin and Christ’s grace unto salvation influence 
how you think about evangelism?  

 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
 
... for our pastors and church leaders. Let us give thanks as a congregation for those 
tasked with preaching the word, and let us pray for their eyes to be opened even more 
so to the grace of God in their lives and in their calling. (Hebrews 13:17) 
 
... for our community group discussions during this sermon series. Pray that we would 
have Spirit-led conversation and give grace towards one another so that we may 
ultimately work to build each other up as the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-12). 
 
... for those we are a witness to in our communities, workplaces, and families. Let us 
pray for daily encouragement that we would not forget that all we do matters and we as 
Christ's church are a light to those around us in darkness. 
 
 


