
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
July 2-5, 2018 
Series: Psalms for Every Season 
Psalm 104 

 
 

 
Announcements: 

 
Habitat Build Day: Join us July 7 at 8:30 am to help build affordable homes for our city. No construction 
experience needed. Contact Joe Iwaskiw for details at joeiwaskiw@gmail.com 
 
Middle East Trip Info Meeting: The Mission Review Team is preparing for a mission trip to the Middle East 
October 13-22, 2018 with visits to our partners and church plants in Istanbul and Ankara. To learn more, please plan 
to attend an informational meeting on Sun July 8 after the service. To sign up for the info session or to get 
additional details, email Stephen Saunders: stephensaunders@outlook.com.  
 
Community Group Break: The week of July 9 will be the last official week of CGs before the summer break. As 
always, your group can feel free to gather for social outings during the summer. CGs will resume September 4. 
 
VBS: Soul Food: Children ages 3-5th grade are invited to VBS: Soul Food this summer. July 30-Aug 3. Register 
online. Invite neighbors and friends to this fun-filled event. Contact Catherine Marks, catherine@gracedc.net to 
volunteer. 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

As we noted last week, Psalms 93-100 focus on the all-encompassing reign of God. The Psalm 
for this week, Psalm 104 is David’s poetic rendering of God’s creating power from 
Genesis 1 and God’s continual sustaining of His creation.  

 
“The true lesson from Psalm 104 is that Nature, when looked at by an eye that sees it to be full 

of God, yields material for devout gratitude…. The key-note of the psalm is struck in ver. 
24, which breaks into an exclamation concerning the manifoldness of God's works and 
the wisdom that has shaped them all. The psalm is a gallery of vivid Nature-pictures, 
touched with wonderful grace and sureness of hand. Clearness of vision and sympathy 
with every living thing make the swift outlines inimitably firm and lovely. The poet's 
mind is like a crystal mirror, in which the Cosmos is reflected. He is true to the uniform 
Old Testament point of view, and regards Nature neither from the scientific nor 
æsthetic standpoint. To him it is the garment of God, the apocalypse of a present Deity, 
whose sustaining energy is but the prolongation of His creative act. All creatures 
depend on Him; His continuous action is their life. He rejoices in His works. The 
Creation narrative in Genesis underlies the psalm, and is in the main followed, though 
not slavishly.” (Alexander McLaren, Scottish pastor of 19th century) 
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A. “If we see aright, we see God working everywhere.”  (Charles Spurgeon sermon) 
 

B. “If God so clothes the grass of the field…will He not much more clothe you..?” (Math. 
6:30) 

 
C. “The language of scripture concerning the creation of the world also displays 

covenantal features.  All created things, not just humans, are bound covenantally to 
God.” (Esther Lightcap Meek in “Loving to Know”) 

 
D. “So creation is a revelation, however mysterious, of the great mind of God.” (John 

Frame in “Doctrine of God” commenting on Psalm 104: 24) 
 
 

Read and Discuss: 

Read Psalm 104  aloud together.  
 

1. Look for the divisions in this psalm that reference or are echoes of the Days of 
creation in Genesis 1.  

 
2. Our God is an active God, in the creation and the sustaining of his creation (“You 

make, You cause”, etc.).  Discuss all the ways God actively cares for his creation. 
 

3. Describe the habitats that God provides for his different creatures (v. 10-18).  Notice 
how each habitat is specifically designed for each creature’s flourishing.  

 
4. “Oh Lord how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all.” (v. 24) 

Discuss how you think God’s wisdom is revealed in his creation. 
 

5. Read verses 27-30 and discuss the ways God provides for his creation and creatures. 
And then read verses 33-35.  Has David convinced you to join him in his praise of 
God?  Why or why not?  

 
6. “Let sinners be consumed from the earth, and let the wicked be no more!” (v. 35a) 

Wow.  Right between “…I rejoice in the Lord” and “Bless the Lord, O my soul! Praise 
the Lord!” lies this one sentence that doesn’t seem to follow the theme.  Why do you 
think David included this idea?  

 
 

                                                 (Continued…) 

 
 



Application: 
 

1. In reading the Psalm, do you sense that the Psalmist not only knows about God but 
knows Him personally?  Explain. Do you know about God or do you know Him 
personally?  What is the difference? 

 
2. In reading the Psalm, do you sense that God not only creates everything but loves 

what He creates?  What are some examples of this and how does this provide 
comfort to you? 

 
3. What do you see in this Psalm that would point to God’s covenantal relationship 

with His creation? (“covenant relationship” meaning a personal pledge or 
commitment based on a loving relationship)  

 
4. Two weeks ago in Psalm 98, we read “Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills 

sing for joy together before the Lord”.  This is a wonderful image of God’s creation 
personally responding to his covenantal love and care.  Reflect on and discuss man’s 
place in creation and what kind of response that might ask of us.  

  

 
Prayer: 

 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn more 
about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout the coming 
week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to…  
 
...for racial reconciliation in the church. Praise God for being the father of every people,               
tribe, and tongue. Confess that we can create barriers —including racial barriers —             
between us and other members of God’s family. Give thanks that the Lord’s mighty hand               
can remove these barriers and bring healing to broken communities. 
 
...for the children’s ministry of Grace DC. Give thanks for the children God has put in our                 
midst for whom we can model the love of Christ. Give thanks for the volunteers who                
sacrifice their time to minister to children. Pray that we grow as a church that loves its                 
children and prioritizes their growth as young believers. 

 
 


