
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide 
March 5-8, 2018 
Matthew 12:22-32 

Series: Signs of the King 
 

Announcements: 
 
Preparation for Marriage: In these premarital seminars, we’ll look at the purpose of marriage, communication,               
conflict-resolution, sexual intimacy, time, money, children, and other joys and challenges experienced in marriage.              
The class is reserved for couples who are engaged or seriously considering engagement. Contact              
marriagecare@gracedc.net for more info Fri March 16- Sat March 17. 
 
Community Group Leader Training: Are you interested in leading a Community Group (CG) in the near                
future? You would guide a group of people in bible discussions, prayer, relationship-building, and service to                
their neighborhoods. Mon March 19, 6:30-9:00 pm. Church office, 637 Indiana Ave NW. Sign up online.                
Contact Mazaré Rogers at mazare@gracedc.net. 
 
Mom’s Evening Winter Discussion: All Grace DC moms and moms-to-be are invited to an Evening Winter                
Discussion Series on the Book “Present Over Perfect” by Shauna Niequist for our last session on Thurs March                  
22, 7:30-9:30 pm. Please join us for stimulating conversation, delicious desserts, and a time of catching up                 
with friends new and old. For more information email Meg Hoburg at mhoburg@msn.com or Beth Kaufmann                
at bchapmanxo@gmail.com. 
 
Biblical Tour of Israel Sign-Up Deadline: Join Pastors Glenn Hoburg of Grace Downtown and Dan Claire of                 
Church of the Resurrection, for a 10-Day Biblical Tour of Israel. Embark on an exciting adventure of a lifetime,                   
walking the very ground that Jesus Christ did. Deadline to sign up: Sun March 25. More information and                  
registration on our website. 
 

 

Introduction 
 

It is crystal clear now that the Pharisees are out to get Jesus: “But the Pharisees went out 
and conspired against him, how to destroy him.” (Matthew 12:14)  
 
And then Jesus heals “a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute”.  The people 
following him were reminded of the Son of David as prophesied in 2 Samuel 7:12-17 and 
Isaiah 9:6-7.  A son of God who will rule with justice forever.  A Messiah.  The people who 
followed him were beginning to see Jesus for who he really was.  And the Pharisees tried to 
discredit him, to cast doubt on their understanding.   “He’s casting out demons by the 
power of Satan” so he can’t be the Son of David. Trying to “destroy him” by discrediting 
him? 
 
 

Read and Discuss: 
Read Matthew 12: 22-32 aloud together. 

 
 



1. It can be argued that the key verse in this section is “But if it is by the Spirit of God 
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  

 
a. “Kingdom of God” and “Kingdom of heaven” are key biblical concepts, and 

ones which Mathew, writing to a Jewish audience, is keen on (John the 
Baptist and Jesus both introduce their ministry with the announcement of 
“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew. 3:2 and 4:17).  How 
do you understand what is meant by “Kingdom of God”?  (Consider the idea 
of king, rule, realm, subjects). Consider that Jesus says the kingdom has come 
“upon you” which includes the Pharisees who are opposed to Jesus’ ministry.  

 
b. If we claim to have a “personal relationship” with Jesus who is king, and we 

are therefore his subjects, how should we (vs. how do we) respond to His 
rule (commands, imperatives, directives)?  (Is this where repentance comes 
in?)  
 

2. In addition to the kingdom of God referred to in this section, Jesus points to another 
kingdom, the kingdom of Satan (“And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against 
himself.  How then will his kingdom stand?” (v.26) 

 
a. What is the logical argument Jesus uses in response to the Pharisees claim 

that his power comes from Beezlebul (Satan), the prince of demons?  
 

b. Jesus asks rhetorically by what power the Pharisees’ sons cast out demons. 
Is it surprising to you that others besides Jesus can cast out demons?  So 
exorcising demons is not automatically a sign that points to Jesus.  Check out 
Matthew 7:22.  

 
c. Jesus refers to one “binding the strong man”.  What is this all about?  

 
d. “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters.” Jesus says there are sides, there is no neutrality in the kingdom of 
God.  We are either on Jesus side or the other side, the side of the strong man. 
We are either working to gather followers of Jesus or we are driving them 
away.  Where do you think you try to live in the neutral middle ground? 
What changes are needed? 

 
e. If you are a Christian, what encouragement do you have from the truth that 

your King has bound the prince of the other kingdom?  How does this affect 
your view of your sins, idols?  
 

3. “…the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”  
 

a. So we now are certain that there are two kingdoms, that Jesus has bound 
Satan, the prince of the kingdom against Jesus, and that we are either for or 



against Jesus and either gathering people for his kingdom or driving them 
away from Jesus.  

 
b. In light of these truths, how might we interpret the challenging idea of the 

unforgivable sin, “the blasphemy against the Spirit”? Hints:  What is the job of 
the Spirit regarding Jesus and what are the Pharisees trying to do?   Where 
does repentance fit in? 

 
c. Does this seem like too harsh a judgment?  Why or why not? 

 
d. Is it possible that you are capable of this type of blasphemy?  Why or why 

not? 
 

  
Prayer 

 
...for the Lord to bless our church with inward growth as we settle into our new building. 
Give thanks that he has provided us with a facility in which to meet, worship, and learn. 
Pray that we use this building as a space to deepen our faith and encourage one another. 
 
...for the Lord to bless our outward ministry in our new neighborhood. Praise God for 
having a plan for our church to shine the love of Christ on our new neighbors. Pray that the 
Lord would use us to bring people into his church so that his kingdom would grow in 
Chinatown and Washington, DC. 
 
...for the community of Chinese Community Church that has welcomed us into their 
building. Give thanks that the Lord has opened the hearts of these brothers and sisters to 
receive us as fellow children of God. Pray that the Lord would bless our relationship with 
CCC and that he would use our partnership to bring revival to our city. 


