
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
March 18-21 2019 
Series: Asking God 
Ezekiel 36:24-27; Romans 8:26-27 
 

 
                               Announcements: 

 

Grace DC ICCM Presents: Color of Compromise: The Grace DC Network Institute for Cross-Cultural Mission               
welcomes Jemar Tisby as he shares about his new book, The Color of Compromise. Hosted by New Bethel Baptist                   
Church, join us for an evening of conversation around the American church's complicity in racism, and how we can                   
move towards healing. Rev. Irwyn Ince and Pastor Dexter U. Nutall will join Mr. Tisby in conversation. Sat March                   
22, 6:30 to 8:30 pm. You can purchase tickets through Grace Downtown website. 
 
Intro to Grace Downtown: Interested in learning about Grace Downtown’s vision and history as well as our                 
community? Join us for this seminar which serves as the first step toward membership, but does not obligate you to                    
become a member. Lunch is provided. Registration required. Sat April 6, 9:00 to 3:30 pm Contact Bryan at                  
bryan@gracedc.net with any questions. 
 
Grace Downtown Women's Retreat: Save the Date! Sat May 18 retreat with other women of Grace Downtown                 
for the opportunity to hear teaching, deepen friendships and have time for reflection. We will gather for breakfast in                   
the morning, study God’s word together, connect over lunch in small groups, and depart in the early evening. If you                    
are interested in helping with organization and planning, please email the WLC at wlc@gracedc.net. 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
We have thought about God the Father as the One to whom we pray and who answers our 
prayers, and God the Son as the One whose atonement makes our access to the Father 
possible, freeing us from guilt and giving us confidence.  Now we’ll think some about the 
role of God the Spirit in our praying. 
 
How real is the Holy Spirit to you, practically, in a day-to-day way?  Do you have a clear 
sense of who he is, what he’s doing, how he affects you in your spiritual growth?  Would 
you say you find the Holy Spirit:  scary...mysterious...encouraging? 
 

Read and Discuss: 
 

Ezekiel 36:24-27 
 

1. What does this passage teach about the importance of the Holy Spirit?  What does 
the Spirit do for God’s people? 
 

2. How should this new heart, new motivation, new cleansing, affect how and why we 
pray? 
  
                                                            Romans 8:26-27 



 
1. Explain in your own words what these two verses are teaching about the 

Spirit’s action in our lives? 
2. What difference could this understanding of the Spirit’s work make in our 

praying? 
 
 

Summary and Application 
 

1. When you pray, how aware are you of the Holy Spirit living in you and helping you 
as you are praying?  What difference would it make in how and why you pray if 
there was no Holy Spirit? 
 

2. Obviously, when we are praying we pray with our wills and minds.  And yet 
Scripture teaches that it’s the Spirit who gives us a new heart, new motivation, 
intercedes to the Father for us, etc.  What does it look like, practically, to make 
choices of when we will pray, for whom we’ll pray, what our posture will be like as 
we pray, etc...while realizing that the Spirit is doing things in and through us that we 
can’t do by our own will-power? (How do we remain active agents in our praying 
while simultaneously relying on the Spirit’s work in us?) 

 
Prayer 

 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn more 
about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout the coming 
week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to pray… 

 

..thanking God .for a fruitful observance of Week of Prayer: “Oh come, let us sing to the                 
Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! Let us come into his presence                   
with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!” 

...for our congregation to continue to devote ourselves to prayer and to welcome the              
presence of the Holy Spirit, our advocate, comforter and intercessor into all facets of our               
lives. 

...for the Holy Spirit to illuminate God’s word in us. Pray that he will guard our faith,                 
transform our lives, and help us to trust him more and more in all things and for all                  
things. “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is              
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 

 


