
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
March 4-7, 2019 
Series: God Who Hears 
Psalm 116:1-7; Luke 11:5-13 
 

 
                               Announcements: 

 
Week of Prayer: Grace Downtown will dedicate the week of March 11-17 to prayer for the purpose of seeing                   
God's hand move in our church and in our city. We hope to offer host homes each morning at 6 am and evening at 7                         
pm each week day, prayer brunches on Saturday, Teacher Prayer Brunch on Sunday 1 - 3 pm and Kingdom Prayer                    
Sunday at 4 pm at CCC. Sign up online for morning and evening prayer times. 
 
Just Homes Benefit Concert: We are thrilled to announce that local band Spoken in Music will be holding a                   
concert benefiting Just Homes on Friday April 5, 7pm at The Village Cafe, a locally-owned cafe, bar, and event                   
space near Union Market. Please join us and invite your friends! Tickets are $25 and you can purchase them in                    
advance on our website. 
 
CG Leader Training: We’ll examine the purpose, vision, and structure of our Community Groups. You’ll learn                
how our CGs implement the core values of Grace Downtown along with the process of becoming a leader. This                   
training led by our elders is required for all prospective CG leaders and is also open to anyone who would like to                      
learn more about CGs. Mon March 11, 6:30-9:00 pm at the church office.  
 
Teacher Prayer Brunch: If you’re a teacher or in the education field (administrators, counselors, etc included),                
please join us for our twice-annual time for the educators of the Grace DC Network to share, fellowship and pray                    
together. Sun March 17, 1:00-3:00 pm. RSVP to Yan Lee at yanlee@ucla.edu. If you are interested but can’t make                   
it to this brunch, let Yan or Jessie Huber (jessica.s.huber@gmail.com) know. 
 

Introduction: 
 
All of us know, at least in general, that Scripture teaches that God wants his people to pray, 
and that he answers prayer.  
 
How would you describe your prayer life, both in terms of quality and quantity? 
 
What prevents you from boldly going to God in prayer and asking him for help in specific 
ways?  How convinced are you that God wants to answer you and will answer you? 
 
 

Read and Discuss: 
 

Psalm 116:1-7 
 

1. List everything the psalmist says here about the way in which God hears and 
answers his prayers.  How serious were the psalmist’s needs? 
 



2. What character qualities in God does the psalmist appreciate? 
 

3. What is the psalmist’s response to God’s hearing and answering his prayers? 
 

4. How does v. 7 follow from what is said of God’s actions in vv. 1-6? 
 

5. How would this psalmist respond to the question, “How do you know for sure 
whether God will answer you when you pray?” 

 
Luke 11:5-13 

 
1. Read again vv. 5-8. 

a. Try to picture this story as literally as possible in your own life.  At midnight 
one evening you go to a friend’s house and knock on his/her door, asking 
him/her to lend you a few things from the fridge to feed a friend who is 
visiting you. Then imagine your friend saying, “No” to you, saying that it 
would just be too inconvenient for him, given how late it is. 
 

b. How would you feel in response to your friend’s rebuff? 
 

c. What is “audacious” about coming to your friend at midnight with this 
request? 
 

d. What does Jesus mean in v. 8? How are “friendship” and “audacious asking” 
related? 
 

e. What is Jesus’ main point here about God’s character and the need for our 
perseverance in prayer? 
 

2.         Read again vv. 9-13. 
a. Three times in a row Jesus implores his followers to ask God for things.  Is 

there any difference between “ask,” “seek,” and “knock”? Why does Jesus 
repeat himself three times here?  How literally do you think Jesus intends us 
to understand his repeated promises here to answer our prayer? 
 

b. Try to imagine yourself as a father being asked by your son for some basic 
need in his life.  How do you as father compare with God as Father in this 
scenario? 
 

c. What character qualities of God does Jesus want his disciples to see? 
 

d. How are vv. 5-8 related to vv. 9-13? 
 

 
    (Continued…) 



 
Summary and Application 

 
1. What does Jesus want us to know about why we should come to God our Father with 

our requests? 
 

2. What prevents you from regularly, daily, making your requests known to God? 
 

3. What in these Scripture passages encourages you to want to pray more? 
 
 

Prayer 
 

The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn more 
about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout the coming 
week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to… 

 

...we pray for our congregation. We ask that God would dwell presently in our midst,               
during our worship together, and within each of us as we disperse to our places of                
work, school, or home during the week; “For where two or three are gathered in my                
name, there am I among them” (Matthew 18:20). 

 

...we pray for those in our government. We pray for the wisdom and discernment of our                
national and local leaders in this upcoming season. 

 

...we pray for the growth of our church. We pray that God’s love is poured out through                 
us into our communities. We pray that we are open to being used by God as his hands                  
and his feet. 

 


