
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
November 12-15, 2018 
Topic: A Disciple Does Justice 
Psalm 82 
 

 
Announcements: 

 
 
CQ: Anacostia Community Museum Trip:  Join the cultural intelligence ministry at Grace Downtown and our sister 
churches Grace Meridian Hill and Grace Mosaic for a trip to the Anacostia Community Museum. This is a chance to 
get to know more about the communities in the city we aim to know and love. Sat Dec 1, 12:00-2:00 pm. RSVP on 
the website.  
 
Couples Game Night:  Join other married couples from all 3 congregations for a fun and relaxing evening before 
we're all whisked away to holiday travel and commitments. We'll play several fun group games, have time to mingle 
and get to know other couples, and hear a short encouraging word on marriage.  Location TBD. Sat Nov 16, start 
time 8:00 PM. 
 
Thanksgiving Dinner:  If you are looking for a place to eat Thanksgiving dinner or to host someone for 
Thanksgiving.  Please go on the website and fill out the form.  As Pastor Mike said, Christians don’t let Christians 
eat alone. 
 

Holidays: The holidays are fast approaching! We are having trouble finding members who will be in town on Dec 
23 and who can usher. If you are a member who plans to be in town one of those days, will you please let Bryan 
(bryan@gracedc.net) know? 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
Psalm 82 is about justice.  Parts of this psalm are confusing/controversial (various theories 
as to who “the gods” are; heavenly rulers or earthly rulers.  We’ll refer to them as “judges” 
in this reflection.) but what is not confusing or controversial is God’s desire for justice.  19th 
century Anglican priest Gerard Manley Hopkins reflects on this character trait of God that is 
supposed to be practiced by all those who image God: 
 

As Kingfishers Catch Fire 

As kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame;  
As tumbled over rim in roundy wells  
Stones ring; like each tucked string tells, each hung bell's  
Bow swung finds tongue to fling out broad its name;  
Each mortal thing does one thing and the same:  
Deals out that being indoors each one dwells;  
Selves — goes itself; myself it speaks and spells,  
Crying Whát I dó is me: for that I came.  
 
I say móre: the just man justices;  



Keeps grace: thát keeps all his goings graces;  
Acts in God's eye what in God's eye he is —  
Chríst — for Christ plays in ten thousand places,  
Lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his  
To the Father through the features of men's faces.  

 
What does the Bible tell us about God’s justice? A few examples: 
 

“Therefore the Lord waits to be gracious to you, 
    and therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. 
For the Lord is a God of justice; 
    blessed are all those who wait for him.” (Is. 30:18) 

 

“The Rock, his work is perfect, 
    for all his ways are justice. 
A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 
    just and upright is he. (Deut. 32:4) 

 
“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 

do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) 
 
 
 

Read and Discuss: 

Read Psalm 82 aloud together.  
 

Discussion Questions:  
1.  Who needs justice?  This psalm refers to: the weak, the fatherless, the afflicted, the 

destitute and the needy.  Who in our society fits these descriptions?  Who do you 
consider in need of justice?  Explain. 

2. The psalmist points to the “wicked” as those being improperly favored by the 
judges.  Who in our society fits this description?  

3. In verse 5 the psalmist ascribes the judge’s unjustness to the fact that “they have 
neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness..”  What do you 
think the psalmist is referring to?  What knowledge, what understanding are they 
lacking? 

4. The result of this lack of knowledge is “all the foundations of the earth are shaken.” 
Is this psalmist using hyperbole or making a valid assessment of the consequences 
of injustice? 

5. What is the price of injustice?  See v. 7. 

6. What is the psalmist’s plea?  See v. 8.  



 

Application:  
1. Hopkins’ poem says “the just man justices”; Micah says the Lord requires us to “do 

justice”.  The psalmist says “give justice to the weak….”. How do you “justice” in your 
life?  Perhaps even how do you “injustice” in your life? 

2. How do you increase justice and decrease injustice in your life?  In our community? 
In our city and world?  

3. What is convicting to you about this psalm?  What is encouraging?  What did you 
learn about God?  What did you learn about yourself? 

4. Our God is a God of justice.  As people who have failed morally, God would be just to 
punish us.  But because of Jesus’ sacrifice, we are judged to have His righteousness, 
and He just-ifies us before God. Offering a prayer of thanks is appropriate. 

 
Prayer: 

 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn more 
about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout the coming 
week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to… 

. 

...for our country politically this week. Thank God for our system of government, as              
many around the world do not enjoy the same freedoms. We encourage communal             
prayer for those in authority, “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision                
for the flesh, to gratify its desires...” (Romans 13:14) 

 

...that as a community we would grow in grace and extend grace to others; “Grace and                
peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” (2 Peter 1:2) 

 

...that we grow in love for our neighbor and ourselves; “For this reason I remind you to                 
fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God                    
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and self-control.” (2 Timothy                 
1:6-7) 

 

...for communities in California that have been devastated by the wildfires. Pray for             
firefighters to have the water and fire retardant they need to be able to extinguish the                
raging flames before they do more damage. Pray for rescue crews to be able to save                
people who are in imminent danger. Pray for rain and the Lord’s mercy.  


