
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
Oct 1-4, 2018 
Series: Promises of God 
1 John 2:1-2, 15-17, and 1 Corinthians 10:12-13  

 
 
 

   Announcements: 
 
G.R.A.C.E Training: The entire Grace DC network is participating in a certification training to create a 
strong culture of child safety within our church. This Saturday will be the last chance for this church-wide 
training. This is required for all members and children’s ministry volunteers. Sat Oct 6, 9:00 am at Grace 
Mosaic.  
 
Teacher Prayer Brunch: Join with others from all three congregations of the Grace DC network to pray for 
our teachers. Hosted at Yan Lee's house on Sun, Oct 14, 1-3 pm.  Email yanlee@ucla.edu to RSVP and 
receive details, including location.  
 
Family Pumpkin Festival: Come out to Butler’s Orchard for pumpkin picking, pig races, a corn maze and 
more. All are welcome. This is a particularly great opportunity for our families to get together and play at 
the farm! Sat Oct 20, 10:00 am. More details including cost are on our website. 
 
Fall Retreat:Three days of food, relaxation, games, making new friends, encouraging teaching, and more 
food, the Fall Retreat is one of the best ways to forge deeper relationships at Grace Downtown. Weekend 
of Nov 2-4. Capon Springs, WV.  Rides and scholarships available. Late fees begin Oct 22. Registration 
closes Oct 29. Email the Retreat Team at downtownretreat@gracedc.net with questions. 
 
 
 

September is Partner Ministry Month!  
This week’s highlight: Capitol Hill Pregnancy Center 
(see accompanying flyer on the discussion guide page on our website soon)  

 
 

Read and Discuss: 
1 John 2:1-2, 15-17, and 1 Corinthians 10:12-13  

 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

As we continue our study in the promises of God, we come to a promise that                
may make us somewhat uncomfortable. Namely, we are promised that in this            
world, we will have suffering. Tonight, we’ll be looking at what that suffering             
means, and how we should respond. 
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In 1 John 2:1-2, the writer is refuting a heretical idea that we have no sin. The writer 
states this heresy in 1 John 1:8, which says, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” John does not want his hearers to sin, and he 
also realizes that sin is a part of the Christian’s daily struggle. But we do have help. 
Jesus Christ, the righteous Son of God who is without sin, is our advocate. The Greek 
word for advocate (parakletos) literally means “intercessor”. Since Christ is our 
intercessor, we have assurance that his pleas for us will get heard. Christ’s 
intercession is effective because of his propitiation on our behalf. Propitiation 
means that Christ’s sacrifice for our sins satisfies God’s wrath or judgment of sin. If 
we are in Christ, we no longer stand condemned before God, because Christ has 
appeased God the Father through sacrificing himself on our behalf.  
 
And so when it comes to dealing with temptation, we are not without hope. We have 
a savior who pleads our case before God the Father based on his work for us. 
Consequently, temptations may come, but they will not master us. 1 Corinthians 
10:12-13 says that we have a way to endure temptation, it is through holding onto 
God’s promises to provide help in the midst of temptation. God promises that he will 
not allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear. And so every temptation we 
face has limited power over us, because of Jesus, our intercessor.  
 
John Owen, a famous Puritan theologian, said, “When Christ comes with his spiritual 
power upon the soul to conquer it to himself, he hath no quiet landing place. He can 
set foot upon no ground but what he must fight for.”  
 
Martin Luther wrote in his famous hymn A Mighty Fortress is Our God,  
“Did we in our own strength confide,  
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His Name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle.” 

 
Discussion Questions: 

 

 
1) How does Christ’s sacrificial work for us provide the help we need to overcome 
temptation? 
 
2) In 1 John 2:15-17, why does John describe sin as desire? Also, why does John pick 
three specific desires: flesh, eyes, and pride of life? 
 



3) If the struggle of temptation takes place in our desires, how do we develop 
spiritual desires that will combat the worldly desires that are vying for our 
attention? 
 
4) Can you list the promises of God in 1 John 2:1-2, 15-17, and 1 Corinthians 
10:12-13? 
 
5) How do you fight temptation? 
 
6) What is at the root of our temptation? (Be specific…we all know that sin is the 
ultimate root) Is it loneliness, pride, a feeling of being significant, loss, boredom, 
fear, lack of community, unfulfilled desires or longings? 
 
 
 

Prayer: 
 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn 
more about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout 
the coming week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to… 
 
...for God’s grace and mercy in our lives. Thank God for what he is doing in this 
congregation as we start up a new academic and ministry year. Ask God to help us to 
discern where he wants us to serve either in the church or with a partner ministry, 
or to make it clear if he is calling us to a season of rest. 
 
....for the children in our church and who live in the DC metro area. Pray that God 
will reveal his love for them and connect them with loving homes. Pray God blesses 
our partner ministry DC127 as they seek to facilitate safe environments for children 
in the DC foster care system. 
 
...for the jobs and daily work that God gives us to do. Pray for those who are 
unemployed, underemployed, or who are in a job that doesn’t suit their strengths. 
Pray for God to provide materially for the unemployed and underemployed through 
this community. Pray that God gives patience and grace to those in a job that doesn’t 
suit their strengths. Pray God enlightens us to see our jobs as opportunities to 
glorify him and share the gospel. 


