
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
Oct 15-18, 2018 
Series: Promises of God 
Philippians 2-11  
 
 

   
Announcements: 

 
 

Family Pumpkin Festival: Come out to Butler’s Orchard for pumpkin picking, pig races, a corn maze and 
more. All are welcome. This is a particularly great opportunity for our families to get together and play at 
the farm! Sat Oct 20, 10 am. More details including cost are on our website. 
 

Q Commons: The Power of We: During this special event, your city will join with thousands of attendees 
in hundreds of cities to be equipped on how to engage this unique, American moment.  Hosted by Center 
for Christian Civics. Thurs Oct 25, 7-9 pm. 700 Pennsylvania Ave SE 7th floor. Tickets available here: 
https://qcommons.com/washington-dc.  
 

Fall Retreat: Three days of food, relaxation, games, making new friends, encouraging teaching, and more 
food, the Fall Retreat is one of the best ways to forge deeper relationships at Grace Downtown. Weekend 
of Nov 2-4. Capon Springs, WV.  Rides and scholarships available. Late fees begin Oct 22. Registration 
closes Oct 29. Email the Retreat Team at downtownretreat@gracedc.net with questions. 
**PIZZA PARTY: Also, if your CG has one of the highest numbers of Fall Retreat sign-ups, you will win 
a pizza party!** 
 

Introduction to Grace Downtown: Interested in learning about Grace Downtown? Perhaps you are ready to 
move forward with your first step towards membership? Join us at our Introduction to Grace Downtown 
seminar. You’ll hear from our pastors and other ministry leaders on the vision and core values of our 
church. Sat Nov 10, 9 am- 3 pm. Church office. RSVP online. 
 

 
Read and Discuss: 

Philippians 2-11 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 
Philippians is written to a church that Paul finds living out the gospel (2:12). 

His goal is to urge them to more and more good works which reflect the character of 
their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He builds his argument on what Jesus has done 
for them. We see this in Chapter 2:1-11. Christ “emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant” (2:7), “becoming obedient to the point of death” (2:8). The ESV Study 
Bible notes that “emptied himself” doesn’t mean that Jesus gave up his divine status, 
for he still had divine power on earth. Rather, “even though Christ had all the 
privileges of being King of the universe, he gave them up to become a Jewish baby 
bound for the cross...He had every right to stay in a position of power, but his love 
for sinful mankind drove him to accept a lowly position.” 
 

https://qcommons.com/washington-dc
mailto:downtownretreat@gracedc.net


Paul’s argument is built on a supposition: there is a “natural” consequence of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. As believers have been given every rich blessing in 
Christ - our sin being fully forgiven and new life at no cost to ourselves. Sharing in 
his death and resurrection, we also share in encouragement, comfort from love, 
participation in the Spirit, and affection and sympathy (2:1). Paul is concerned that 
the Philippians remember their blessings and share them with others. He urges 
them to act in “full accord” and of “one mind” (2:2), the mind of Christ (2:5). In 
today’s discussion, we’ll consider the reality of what Jesus has done for us. 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What are some ways that a community has supported you?  
 

2. In light of this passage, do you believe Jesus voluntarily went to the cross, or 
was he compelled by the Father?  

 
3. What is the result of being “obedient to the point of death” for Jesus? 

 
4. What is the result for those who believe in Jesus as their Lord and Savior?  

 
5. What is the basis for Paul’s commands in verses 1-4?  

 
6. What is the result for Paul when the Philippians follow his commands in 

verses 1-4?  
 

Application: 
 

1. Can you think of an example of someone who counted others’ interests more 
significant than their own (V.3)?  
 

2. Jesus gave up “equality with God” out of love for us. What has God called you 
to give up for the sake of his kingdom? Is he calling you to give up something 
now? How does it comfort you to know that Jesus gave up his equality with 
God? 
 

3. Have you reflected on your exaltation (both present and future) along with 
Christ? How does this make you feel?  
 

4. How are you tempted to act out of selfish ambition and conceit? What is the 
corrective that Paul gives?  
 

5. If you’re a Christian, how could you share with others the encouragement, 
comfort, affection, sympathy and joy that you have in Christ and in the 
community of believers? 



 
Prayer: 

 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn 
more about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout 
the coming week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to pray… 
 
... for those in our church. We ask for renewed joy, strengthened union in the Spirit, 
and trusted fellowship as we continue to care for one another as the body of Christ; 
“Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it” (1 Corinthians 
12:27). 
 
... for our missions team traveling to Turkey this week. We pray for each team 
member to be encouraged and to mutually build one another up as they encounter 
Christ in new ways. 
 
... for those we know and love who have not yet come to salvation in Christ. We pray 
for strength in our continued prayers and for a renewed perspective of God’s timing 
versus ours; “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but 
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). 
 


