
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
Oct 22-25, 2018 
Series: Promises of God 
Matthew 28:16-20 & 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 
 

   
Announcements: 

 

 
 

Fall Retreat: Three days of food, relaxation, games, making new friends, encouraging teaching, and more 
food, the Fall Retreat is one of the best ways to forge deeper relationships at Grace Downtown. Weekend 
of Nov 2-4. Capon Springs, WV.  Rides and scholarships available. Late fees begin Oct 22. Registration 
closes Oct 29. Email the Retreat Team at downtownretreat@gracedc.net with questions. 
**PIZZA PARTY: Also, if your CG has one of the highest numbers of Fall Retreat sign-ups, you will win 
a pizza party!** 
 
Faith & Work-Dinner Course: Does God care about the work you do? Is he more pleased with those in 
full-time ministry positions? Join us for a dinner course on the essential components of the Faith & Work 
ministry where we will work through how our faith impacts our work. Friday Nov 9, 7:00 pm. Church 
office, 637 Indiana Ave NW. RSVP online. Contact Sam Kim at sam426@gmail.com. Deadline to 
register: 11/7. 
 
Preparing for Marriage: Friday night open to everyone, no registration required. Saturday for couples who 
are engaged or pursuing engagement; must register. This seminar is required if a Grace DC pastor is 
officiating your wedding. Fri Nov 9, 7:00-9:30 pm.  Sat Nov 10, 9:00 am- 4:00 pm. Church office. 
Deadline to register: Oct 30.  
 
Prayer for the Persecuted Church: Join us for the 5th Annual Night of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 
Free and open to all.  Hosted at the Chinese Community Church,  500 I Street, NW.  Sat Nov 10, 7:00-9:00 
pm. See website for more info. 
 

 
Read and Discuss: 

Matthew 28:16-20 & 1 Peter 2:9-10 
 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

Christ’s resurrection from the grave is the cornerstone of the Christian faith. 
Without it, Christ’s death on the cross is little more than a historical anecdote about 
the death of a great man. If Christ had not resurrected, the validity of the Old 
Testament falls into question and the New Testament would never have been 
written. There would be no great commission, and we would not be called “a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation…” Without the resurrection, we are left 
waiting for a true Messiah; we have no definition for grace and mercy; no 
forgiveness; no righteousness; and no adoption as sons and daughters. Absent 
Christ’s resurrection, God’s plan to save his chosen people fails. 
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Strong statements? Yes – But that is why Christ’s resurrection from the grave 

is not only critical to the gospel, but also the most important historical event that 
has ever occurred on the face of the earth. Further, the resurrection gives us hard 
proof that God’s promises can be trusted! If you haven’t thought much about the 
resurrection recently, come dig into tonight’s passages.  
 

Contextually, our Matthew passage finds the disciples going to Galilee to 
meet the risen Christ after they have been told to go there by the women who 
visited Jesus’ tomb and first saw him resurrected on the road. Jesus then gives the 
disciples the Great Commission and promises them that “I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”  (v. 20) Our 1 Peter passage is a short excerpt from a letter 
written to Christian exiles in several Roman provinces across Asia minor who were 
suffering persecution. The writer of these scriptures reminds the believers who they 
are in Christ – “once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you 
had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” (v. 10)  
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1.) Why does it matter that the resurrection is a historical event in real physical 
time and space?  

 
2.) Read back through the account in the early part of Matthew 28 and put 

yourselves in the place of the disciples when they heard the news of Christ’s 
resurrection.  By all accounts they were in hiding, likely exhausted from all 
the emotion and confusion of Friday, regretting their abandonment of Jesus 
as he went to die on the cross and unsure what to do on Saturday (Matthew 
26:31-32). And then the news comes before dawn on Sunday. If you are a 
disciple, what are you thinking at that moment? Are there any parallels in 
your own life when it comes to areas of shame or sin? 

 
3.) Notice that Jesus purposes the disciples with “all authority in heaven and 

earth” that has been given to him to go out and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them and teaching them. Reflect aloud first on the fact that all 
authority in heaven and earth has been given to Jesus. Is your current 
worldview shaped by this fact? Secondly, how does the great commission 
currently look in your own life?  

 
4.) Jesus promises the disciples in Matthew 28:20 that “I am with you always to 

the end of the age.” What does this promise mean for believers today?  
 

5.) Right before the 1 Peter 2:9-10 passage, the author says in verse 7 and 8 that 
those who do not believe “stumble” over Christ the cornerstone “because 
they disobey the word.” The author then reminds believers starting in verse 



9 that they are different. How does being “a chosen race,” “a royal 
priesthood,” and “a people for his own possession” make believers different? 
What does each mean?  

 
6.) In 1 Peter, what can believers do with their identity? How are you or the 

community group doing this today? 
 
 
 

 
Application: 

 
1. The Matthew passage says that “they worshipped, but some doubted” when 

they saw Jesus. Think about the context again similar to question 2 above. 
They receive word that Jesus has risen, and at that moment there was likely a 
lot of doubt. This Matthew account references a journey to Galilee to meet 
Jesus and other gospels reference some of the disciples visiting the empty 
tomb. As they walk, perhaps some doubts begin to ease. Some might be 
thinking it could actually be true. But others may be arguing about going at 
all. Surely this can’t be happening, or perhaps it is even a trap to have them 
all arrested. But then, when they see Jesus, it indicates that most worshipped, 
but some still doubted.  

 
How far down the proverbial road to Galilee towards the risen Jesus do 

you still doubt? Are you standing in front of him doubting? What 
impact does this have on your faith and how can you pray and ask 
God for help in your doubt? 

 
2. In thinking again about how the Matthew passage says that they worshipped 

Jesus when they saw him. Think about the difference here if you were close 
to someone for three years. The disciples clearly knew that Jesus was not just 
one of them from his power, miracles and prophecy, but they would have had 
a familiarity with him that might have translated into a feeling of equality. 
But the passage says they “worshipped him.”  

 
Sometimes we too can become casual in our approach to Jesus. What has 

recently caused you to worship when you see Jesus? 
 

3. How can Christ’s resurrection help you to trust God’s promises? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Prayer: 
 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn 
more about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout 
the coming week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to pray… 
 
 
...for our brothers and sisters whose lives have been devastated by the hurricane 
and flooding. Infuse our hearts with compassion, generosity and the willingness to 
give continually. May your Spirit be near and comfort the injured, the bereaved and 
the lost. Grant strength to those who are called to respond and rescue. Grant them 
mercy and healing. 
 
...we pray for the leaders of our beloved country and rulers of the nations. Grant 
them a heart that seeks your will and the courage and boldness to do what is best. 
Surround them with wise counsel as they enter into treaties and alliances across 
cultures and ideologies. Bless their effort to forge bonds of friendship and peace in 
our time and beyond. 
 
...for the Lord to grant his people who are called by his name the grace and humility 
to walk in righteousness and be a beacon to those among whom we live and work. 
 
 
 
 
 


