
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
Oct 8-11, 2018 
Series: Promises of God 
Ezekiel 36:22-28 
 
 
 

   Announcements: 
 
 
Family Pumpkin Festival: Come out to Butler’s Orchard for pumpkin picking, pig races, a corn maze and 
more. All are welcome. This is a particularly great opportunity for our families to get together and play at 
the farm! Sat Oct 20, 10 am. More details including cost are on our website. 
 
Fall Retreat: Three days of food, relaxation, games, making new friends, encouraging teaching, and more 
food, the Fall Retreat is one of the best ways to forge deeper relationships at Grace Downtown. Weekend 
of Nov 2-4. Capon Springs, WV.  Rides and scholarships available. Late fees begin Oct 22. Registration 
closes Oct 29. Email the Retreat Team at downtownretreat@gracedc.net with questions. 
 
Introduction to Grace Downtown: Interested in learning about Grace Downtown? Perhaps you are ready to 
move forward with your first step towards membership? Join us at our Introduction to Grace Downtown 
seminar. You’ll hear from our pastors and other ministry leaders on the vision and core values of our 
church. Sat Nov 10, 9 am- 3 pm. Church office. RSVP online. 
 
Preparing for Marriage: Friday night open to everyone, no registration required. Saturday for couples who 
are engaged or pursuing engagement; must register. This seminar is required if a Grace DC pastor is 
officiating your wedding. Fri Nov 9, 7-9:30 pm.  Sat Nov 10, 9 am- 4 pm. Church office.  Deadline to 
register: Oct 30.  

 
 

Read and Discuss: 
Ezekiel 36:22-28 

 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

In Ezekiel 16-21, we see how the nation of Israel rebelled against God. They 
worshipped foreign gods and sacrificed their children to them (Ezekiel 16:36; 22:3). 
And so God scattered the nation of Israel among foreign nations, and they still 
continued to profane God’s name. As a result, God decided to act. Israel could not 
hold up their end of the covenant. They did not have the power to be faithful to God. 
And so God had concern for his name. God’s reputation was on the line, and he acted 
out of concern for his name. God wanted to prove to the nations of the world that he 
is God above all gods and King above all kings.  

 
God would prove his supremacy among the nations of the world by using 

Israel to vindicate his holiness before them. He would defend his name by giving 
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Israel a new heart, a new record, and a new life. They would have a heart to obey 
God, a clean record before God, and a life empowered by his Spirit, whereby they 
could follow in his ways and depart from idolatry. This promise of God is called the 
new covenant. God promised to write his law on their hearts so that they might obey 
him and follow his commands. This new covenant promised was fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ, who gives us his heart of flesh, his perfect righteousness, and his resurrection 
life. 
 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 
1. What does God’s name represent? 
 
2. How does God define holiness in Ezekiel 36? (Look at the entire chapter of Ezekiel 
36.) 
 
3. Why does God require holiness and “cleanness” before obedience? 
 
4. What are the promises of the new covenant?  
 
5. What questions do you have about the passage? 
 
 

Application: 
 
1. Do you see yourself like God sees the nation of Israel in this passage, hard-hearted 
people who are unclean and profane his name among the nations? Why or Why not? 
 
2. Do you feel equipped by God’s promises in Ezekiel 36 to fight sin? In what way? 
 
3. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, with a new heart and his Spirit, how does 
your calling or vision for your life change? In other words, do you have a vision to 
see God’s kingdom advance and a passion to see God’s kingdom expand?  
 
4. If you have that new vision and passion, then how are you living out that new 
vision and new passion?  
 
5. Are you motivated to make disciples and share the gospel or do you feel 
unequipped? 

 
 

             (Continued…) 

 
 



 
 
 

Prayer: 
 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn 
more about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout 
the coming week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to… 
 
...For our country in light of Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation as Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. The hearings further exposed how divided 
we are. Pray that the Lord would give the leaders of our country wisdom to know 
what is best and the courage to act. Pray that we would submit to God in times of 
uncertainty, trusting that he is the ultimate judge who makes all things work 
together for good. Lift up those who are feeling confused, angry, or disenfranchised 
by the public discourse surrounding these proceedings. 
 
...For the family of believers in the District of Columbia. Confess that the idols of 
power, politics, and prestige can blind us to God’s truth. Give thanks for the 
blessings he has bestowed upon this city. Pray that our church would rightfully 
steward the gifts we have received to serve the city. 
 
...Pray for families in the city. Give thanks for the fathers and mothers who are 
raising the next generation of believers, even when Washington, DC can be a 
challenging location to raise children. Pray that our church would support the 
families in our midst and that the Lord would bless us with even more families. 
 


