
Grace Downtown CG Discussion Guide  
Sept 4-6, 2018 
Series: Promises of God 
Genesis 17:1-8; Numbers 23:19; Ephesians 2:11-13 

 
 

                            Announcements: 
 
Vision Brunch:  Join us for Grace Downtown's launch of a new ministry year. Over potluck brunch we will 
share thanksgivings and hear from leadership about the vision for the upcoming year. Everyone is welcome! 
Members are strongly encouraged to attend. Please sign up on our website. Sat Sept 8, 10:00 am -1:00 pm. 
 
DC Housing 101: An introductory conversation about housing issues in DC hosted by Just Homes, the District 
Church's new ministry. They will be discussing the current state of housing in the District, what tools the city 
has to address the issue, and how Just Homes fits in. A great way to get plugged in to Grace DC's Housing 
ministry.  Thur Sept 6, 7:00 pm. RSVP at https://www.justhomesdc.org/events/. Contact: Jow Iwaskiw at 
joeiwaskiw@gmail.com 
 
Welcome to DC: If you’re new to DC or to Grace, come to a special dinner to connect with others, meet 
leaders, and learn ways to get plugged in to Grace Downtown. Fri Sept 28, 7:00 pm. RSVP to Yan at 
yanlee@ucla.edu by Sept 24.  
 
G.R.A.C.E Training: The entire Grace DC network is participating in a certification training to create a strong 
culture of child safety within our church. Please set aside one of the following dates to participate in one of these 
church-wide trainings. This is required for all members and children’s ministry volunteers. Sun Sept 30, 12:30 pm 
at Grace Meridian Hill OR Sat Oct 6, 9:00 am at Grace Mosaic.  
 
 

It’s Partner Ministry Month!  
This week’s highlight: Anacostia Gracious Arts Program  

 

Opportunities to Get Involved: 

● A CG can bring a dinner to one of our weekly classes.  This is a way to bless the students with a meal 
before they start their art classes.  Dinner should be brought to the class location in Benning Heights by 
4:00 so it can be served at 4:30.   Due to regulations from our host location, dinners must be prepared in a 
commercial kitchen, so take out of delivery would be great options. 

● A CG can plan and chaperone a fieldtrip.  This should be art-related in some way.  We find that Saturdays 
are good days to hold fieldtrips, since drivers can pick up the students in Benning Heights, take the 
fieldtrip and have a meal, then come back before dark.  Some great fieldtrips in the past have been to the 
Newseum and the Kennedy Center.  DC has many free options to go out and enjoy the city! 

● We would love to invite the entire Downtown congregation to attend the AGAP Thanksgiving play on 
November 20.  This play will exhibit what the students have been learning in their classes all semester.  A 
show of interest and support from our members would really encourage our students. 

Please find more info on our website, https://www.agapdc.org/ 

To plan any of these service options or to ask questions, please reach out to agapdc.art@gmail.com   

https://www.justhomesdc.org/events/
https://www.agapdc.org/
mailto:agapdc.art@gmail.com


Introduction: 
 
Abram is now 99 years old and was “only” 75 when God first called him from Ur of the 
Chaldees and told him “I will make you a great nation.” (Genesis 12:2).  After 10 years, Sarai 
and Abram got tired of waiting for God to fulfill his promise to produce an heir (“…the Lord 
has prevented me from having children.” (Gen. 16:2)) so Abram fathered Ismael with Hagar 
(Sarai’s Egyptian slave).  Then 13 more years go by before God speaks to Abram in Genesis 
17:1-8. 

 
When God speaks to Abram in Genesis 17:1, the first thing he says is “I am God Almighty” 
(El Shaddai).  This is the first time this title for God is used in the Bible.  The sense of this 
name is that God is all sufficient, dependable, the Strong God (the Message), the God that is 
enough, enough to satisfy all our needs, our desires, whatever we lack.  Before God 
commands Abram and before God covenants with Abram, God establishes his credentials. 
(The other name for God in this passage and up to now in Genesis is “Elohim” which means 
“the God” or “the supreme God”). 
It is in this passage that God gives Abram a new name, just as God referred to himself with a 
new name.  Abram means “exalted father” and Abraham means “father of a multitude”.  
 
 “The doctrines of grace without covenant theology have led some to believe that Reformed 
theology is primarily concerned to teach that God’s grace sustains the Christian life from 
beginning to end. Of course, this is certainly true. Yet, the covenants of both testaments 
consistently teach that God has always required determined effort from His people in 
response to His grace and that He will reward obedience and punish disobedience.” 
(“Reformed Theology is Covenant Theology” by Richard Pratt, Jr.) 
 
The Ephesians passage explains how God’s “everlasting covenant” with Abraham and his 
offspring (Gen. 17:7) is applied to “you Gentiles”, who weren’t part of the “commonwealth 
of Israel”, who were “strangers to the covenants of promise” and “having no hope and 
without God in the world”.  
 
First verse of the hymn “Great is Thy Faithfulness”; perhaps your CG can sing it together. 

 
“Great is Thy Faithfulness 
O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 
As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be.” 

 
 

   



Read and Discuss: 

Read Genesis 17:1-8; Numbers 23:19; Ephesians 2:11-13 aloud.  

 

1. What promises does God make to Abraham? Note: It might be helpful if one of the 
members wrote them down so they can be referred to. 
 

2. Which of these promises have been fulfilled in the Old Testament, the New 
Testament, today? 
 

3. God “the Strong” commands Abram to “walk before me and be blameless, that I may 
make my covenant between me and you and may multiply you greatly.”  Discuss 
how you square the concept of God’s grace and man’s responsibility to be 
“blameless”. 
 

4. What might the significance be between the God who calls himself “sufficient or 
enough” and his command to “walk before me and be blameless”?  What might the 
lack of faith that led to the birth of Ishmael have to do with it? 
 

5. Discuss the significance of God’s covenant flowing through Isaac but not Ishmael 
(Gen. 17:19-21). 
 

6. Paul in 2 Cor. 1:20 says that “All the promises of God find their ‘yes’ in Jesus”.  How 
do God’s promises made to Abraham find their “yes” in the lives and community of 
those “who were brought near by the blood of Christ”?  

 
Application: 

 
1. God the Father is a “promising God.  Jesus the Son is a “promising Son”.  What are 

some of the promises of God and Jesus that sustain and encourage you?  i.e. “I will 
never leave you or forsake you” (Joshua 1:5 and Hebrews 13:5) 
 

2. Read Numbers 23:19 again.  Paraphrase what this means.  In what type of 
situations in your life do you need to remember this?  What would one example be 
from your life when you acted more like Abram and Sarai when they doubted God’s 
intention to fulfill his promise?  Conversely, when have you relied on God’s promise 
even when the situation looked bleak? 
 

3. God fulfills his promise with the birth of Isaac and continues His covenant through 
him; Abram and Sarai moved in doubt of God, with Ishmael the result who was not 
included in God’s covenant.  What is the challenge to us from this story?  Explain 
how you are encouraged or discouraged by this story? 
 

4. Take time to give thanks that even though you were “at one time…separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants 
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world, you have been brought 
from “far off” to “near by the blood of Christ”.  Perhaps take time for the CG to offer 
prayers of thanks.  



Prayer: 
 
The Grace Downtown Prayer Team creates opportunities for our community to learn more 
about prayer together for our church family, our city, and our world. Throughout the coming 
week, the Prayer Team is asking our church community to… 
 
...Lord, open our eyes that we may see your glory. (Exodus 33:18) 
 

...for our leaders, officers, and interns that they may be protected from every attack from 
the enemy. As we approach the new ministry year, we pray especially for our pastors, 
elders, deacons and deaconesses that the Lord will grant them fresh revelation, 
discernment and authority to lead his people with sound teaching. (Ephesians 6:11-18) 
 

...for the Holy Spirit to foster unity, holy affection, brotherly and sisterly love in the 
congregation. (Galatians 6:2,10; 1 Peter 3:8, John 17:22) May he build our church and 
establish us to reflect his glory.  
 

...for our nation, the world, and its leaders; for peace and justice in our time. (Psalm 33,  12; 
Isaiah 9:7) 
 

…”Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of the hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isaiah 6:3) 


